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Objectives 
 

1. Define active learning 
 

2. Identify techniques to implement active learning 
 

3. Discuss how to implement activities into your 
unique learning environment 



Traditional Learning 
 

 Lectures 
 

 Passive reading / watching video 
 

 Independently completing worksheets 
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Active Learning 

 Students engage with content during class 
 

 Instructor guided tasks/assignments 
 

 Reflecting and Feedback 
 

 Individual and group accountability 
 
 
 



Active Learning Emphasis 
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Instruction Adjustment 
 Flipped Approach 

 
 Pre assignment not 

repeated in class 
 Reading 
 Videostream, 

voiceover, etc. 

 
 Verify preassignment 

 Prequiz or assignment 
 Class activity 

 

 Interactive Lectures 
 
 Lecture with periodic 

pauses for structured 
activities 
 

 Comprehension of 
lecture is assessed 
with feedback given 
 



Example Activities 



Discussion Strategies  
 Think – Pair – Share 

 Given an open ended question/problem 
 Learner thinks and writes personal answer – 

discusses with partner  - shares with class 
 

 Discussion Web 
 Group considers a topic then regroups to 

share work and add to the topic 
 



Activity 

 Pick the best activity for your environment  
 Generate a specific example of when you 

would use it  

 Share with a partner 
 Discuss the scenario and give suggestions 

 3 minutes 
 Be prepared to discuss scenario with the 

group 
 

 
 
 



Discussion Strategies  
 Think – Pair – Share 

 Given an open ended question/problem 
 Learner thinks and writes personal answer – 

discusses with partner  - shares with class 
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Writing Strategies  
 Minute papers 

 Summarize knowledge of a topic 
 Discuss the issues that arise 

 Journaling 
 Give examples of good responses 
 Write a response to a given topic 

 the Gist 
 Provide the most important aspect 
 20 words or less 

 
 



Guide the Activity 

 Gain attention 

 Give directions 

 Clarify expectations(outcomes) 

 Find middle ground for questions 

 Allow just enough time to complete activity 



Challenges 
 Room issues 

 Room layout and equipment, hearing speaker 

 Noise and Distractions 
 preplan, structure 

 Target activities to objective 

 Activities shouldn’t distract from learning 

 
 



Visual Strategies  
 Graphic organizer/Concept Maps 

 Give  topic or process 
 Create visual representation of concepts, 

vocabulary and how they fit together 
 Use icons, pictures, words, colors 

 
 Web search 

 Locate images/information that meet a 
specific criteria and justify choice 

 



http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-L8bdtYfadOc/Uy6PYzcqNBI/AAAAAAAABZo/L0YxlnRryac/s1600/Histology+of+urinary+system%257E01.png 



http://elc.iugaza.edu.ps/elmanama/Miscellaneous/herpes%20viruses.jpg 



http://elc.iugaza.edu.ps/elmanama/Miscellaneous/Mycobacterium.jpg 



General 
Character 

Location/NL 
Measures 
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Linked 
Assocs 

Distinguishing 
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Thickness 
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Posterior 
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Test Strategies  
 Practice test 

 Give practice test items 
 Give feedback 

 Write questions 
 Students write questions and share with the 

class 
 Games 

 Students answer question but use a 
traditional game board to decide who wins 
 



Case Studies Strategies  

 Complete a Case 
 Give a portion and asked to make final 

decision 
 

 Missing Piece 
 Give a portion of a case and ask what is 

needed to make a final decision 



Suggestions for  
Successful Discussion 

 Emphasize discussion in the syllabus 

 Clarify criteria to receive full credit 

 Develop strategy to start a discussion 

 Goal?  

 Allow sufficient wait time for response 



General Suggestions 

 Vary the task or technique (give choices) 

 Identify role of team members 

 Individual and group accountability 

 Students generate a product 

 Be prepared with follow up material 

 Feedback, Clarification 
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Questions 
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